ERIE METROPARKS
Board of Park Commissioners

Minutes Wednesday, April 15, 2026

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

CALL TO ORDER
Commissioner Murray called the meeting to order at 1:00 PM in Margaret M. Murray Conference
Room, Roger Johnson Nature Center, Osborn MetroPark, Huron, Ohio.

ROLL CALL

Park Commissioners Present: Troy Wisehart, Chairperson (excused)
Margaret Murray, Vice Chairperson
Kurt Kresser, Vice Chairperson

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
(1) Commissioner Kresser moved to waive the reading of and approve the draft minutes of the
March 20, 2026, meeting.
Second: Commissioner Murray
Action: Motion carried unanimously with two affirmative votes.

FINANCIAL REPORTS

March Fund Activity Summary, Citizens Bank Checking Account Reconciliation, Citizens Bank MMIA
Reconciliation:

Members of the Park Commission have received copies of these reports.

(A.) Resolution 2026-07: April Schedule of Payables

Ms. Ferback distributed copies of the Schedule of Payables and the Capital Projects Fund Budget &
Year-to-Date Expenses Report via email. She wanted to bring a few things to the commissioners’
attention. Ms. Ferback reported that after the Board approved the 2026 Final Budget at the March
meeting, she added all of those budget changes to the reports for this month’s meeting. She
added in the last three pages of the financial reports include two new income statements for the
Acquisition and Capital Improvements funds along with the Capital Projects fund for the remainder
for the Nature Center. Ms. Ferback asked if there were any questions about the Schedule of
Payables.

Comm. Murray inquired about the first page of the Civista Bank statements, a $1,000,000 transfer,
it was on one sheet and not the next in the deposits & credits detail below? Ms. Ferback explained
we received the first half of our tax settlement. She added only the first page of the statement is
usually provided but can include other pages for larger transfers like these to reflect complete
transfers and provide more clarity. Comm. Murray asked about the installation payments at the
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bottom of page three and if the items were new. Ms. Ferback explained that there would be two
installments paid to Jim’s Taxidermy, one installment down and a second portion paid at
completion for these new taxidermy items, and some would include surrounding habitats. These
items are to be installed in the upper loft area of the nature center above the front doors. Comm.
Murray inquired about the reptile project at Edison Woods MetroPark. Ms. Ferback responded
that the lumber was to attract reptiles for study and report on findings. Mr. Malone, Park
Manager, explained rubber mats were also part of the existing refuge. Comm. Murray asked about
the new pickup truck. Ms. Ferback replied that it was approved at the December 2025 board
meeting in the Equipment Replacement Report, and the 2013 truck was traded in. Comm. Kresser
asked who was assigned the new truck. Mr. Malone stated that he was.

(2) Commissioner Kresser moved to approve Resolution 2026-07 Schedule of Payables as

presented.

Second: Commissioner Murray

Action: Motion carried unanimously with two affirmative votes.
PUBLIC COMMENT

Ms. Amy Bowman-Moore, former EMP Executive Director, stated that she had run into Mr. Euban
who was an associate of Mr. Westerhold, who left money in his will to erect a memorial statue at
Osborn MetroPark. She wanted to make sure the Board was aware of this project and its status.
Ms. Price explained the money was transferred to Friends of Erie MetroParks, and Franklin
Monument was paid in full. Staff met with Franklin Monument and finalized the plans.

Mr. Gary Toll was in attendance approaching the Board with information that he obtained about
the roundabout at Cleveland Road and Perkins Avenue that affects Erie MetroParks’ properties. He
shared pictures of the site and discussed what other entities are doing for compensation from
ODQOT. Discussion ensued and the Board thanked Mr. Toll for his concern and assured him that
they were working through the process with ODOT regarding compensation.

DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Ms. Price sent her report via email upon her return to the office.

Mes. Price added the following:

-The Friends of Erie MetroParks Annual Gathering will be held this Sunday in the nature center.
-The Earth Day Extravaganza will be held on Saturday, April 25t. She handed flyers to the Board.
-The Wings Over Lake Erie birding program is underway, Ms. Price explained the flyer and
program.

-She passed out a rendering of new interpretive panel that will be placed at Wakefield MetroPark
later this summer.

(3) Commissioner Kresser moved to approve the Director’s Report as presented.
Second: Commissioner Murray
Action: Motion carried unanimously with two affirmative votes.

OLD BUSINESS
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None

NEW BUSINESS
None

INFORMATION ITEMS:
Travel & Training Summary NONE

Special Permit Summary (acknowledge and file)
There were several new special permits to acknowledge and file this month.
(4) Commissioner Kresser moved to acknowledge and file the Special Permit Summary as

provided.
Second: Commissioner Murray
Action: Motion passed unanimously with two affirmative votes.

Credit Card Summary (acknowledge and file)
Ms. Price asked the board to acknowledge and file the Credit Card Summary as presented. Comm.
Murray asked Ms. Ferback to explain to Comm. Kresser why Erie MetroParks produces a Credit
Card Summary each month. She explained that is was required by the State of Ohio to file it
quarterly. Erie MetroParks submits one monthly for transparency on card inventory and usage.
(5) Commissioner Kresser moved to acknowledge and file the Credit Card Summary provided.
Second: Commissioner Murray
Action: Motion passed unanimously with two affirmative votes.

Other (Misc. items from Board or Administration) NONE

EXECUTIVE SESSION
Commissioner Kresser moved to enter Executive Session to consider the following matters: The
purchase of property for public purposes.

(6)  Second: Commissioner Murray
Roll Call: Commissioner Wisehart: excused
Commissioner Murray: aye
Commissioner Kresser: aye
Action: Motion passed unanimously with two affirmative votes.

The Park Commissioners entered Executive Session at 1:20 PM and returned to Regular Session at
1:49 PM.

ADJOURNMENT
With there being no further business brought before the Park Commission,

(7) Commissioner Kresser moved to adjourn the meeting at 1:50 PM.
Second: Commissioner Murray
Roll Call: Commissioner Wisehart: excused
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Commissioner Murray: aye
Commissioner Kresser: aye
Action: Motion passed unanimously with two affirmative votes.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The foregoing is a true and accurate account of the April 15, 2026, meeting of the Park Commission
and has been formally adopted by the Commissioners as such and shall be placed in and become part
of the Official Proceedings of the Board of Park Commissioners.

APPROVED:

Margaret M. Murray, Acting Chairperson Date
ATTEST:

Melissa Price, Executive Director Date
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